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Dog Bites



Risk



Dog Bites

Wisqars.cdc.gov



Assessing Dog Bites
https://apdt.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/ian-dunbar-dog-bite-scale.pdf

Dunbar Bite Scale





Behavior Programs Survey, December 2021



There is no valid method for 
definitively predicting the risk of 

a shelter dog biting after 
adoption.



Intake discussions and/or 
surveys

How and when to gather 
additional info

When intake isn’t going to help 
the animal or people 

Develop Policies and Protocols

Our Focus Today



Prompt, Efficient, and Thorough Decision-Making Process



Intake Discussions 
and/or Surveys

https://vancouverhumanesociety.bc.ca/trauma-informed-training/



What have you found useful 
to collect accurate 

information and support 
people and their pets? 

Whenever Possible Gather Information in Advance



Thoughts about This Intake Form? 



The Dog

Background and History

Information about the Bite

Circumstances

Mitigating Factors

Organization Capacity

Other Considerations

What Type of Information Should we Gather? 



Dog’s size and age

Get to know the dog

The Dog

Assessing Risk: Animal Factors



Bite history?

Known home history 
(positive, negative, 
unknown)?

Add’l behavior or medical 
concerns? 

Background and History

Assessing Risk: History



Sustained or 
uninterruptible?

Head, neck, torso 
purposefully bitten?

Redirected bite? 

The Bite

Assessing Risk: The Bite



Warning signals?

Significant stress or 
overarousal?

Response to reasonable 
threat?

Dog forcibly escaped to bite 
target?

Circumstances

Assessing Risk: Circumstances



Physical exam? Any medical 
conditions? 

Person bitten had fragile 
skin?

Accidental bite (play, 
breaking up dog fight)?

Mitigating Factors

Assessing Risk: Mitigating Factors



Adequately and safely support 
this dog?

Provide good quality of life for 
dog, staff, other animals while 
waiting for home or foster? 

Keep people and other animals 
safe? 

Organization Capacity to…

Assessing Risk: Capacity



Consultation with a CAAB, 
aCAAB or DACVB

Could another organization 
adequately support this 
dog?

Other Considerations

Assessing Risk: Other



Is Shelter Intake the Best Option for this 
Pet?



How Much Risk?



How Much Risk?

Develop Behavioral Adoption and 
Euthanasia Guidelines

But always 
consider the 
individual!



Risk Mitigation

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

Build rapport

Adoption counseling 

Educational opportunities

Matching programs

Post adoption follow-up

Post adoption support

Peer to peer support

Full disclosure 

Adoption contracts

https://flatworldknowledge.lardbucket.org/books/beginning-project-management-v1.1/s03-05-introduction-to-the-project-ma.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Risk
Risk

Assessing Risk



Risk Assessing RiskAssessing Risk



Risk Assessing RiskAssessing Risk



How Can We Get Better at All This? 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

http://leadershipfreak.wordpress.com/2012/08/01/the-cure-for-pessimism/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Thank you!!
Sheila Segurson

Sheila@MaddiesFund.org



• Welfare assessment
• Health assessment
• Behavior assessment test
• Coping assessment
• Assessment through routine 

interactions
• Problem-Oriented  Behavior Record 

(SOAP)
• Functional assessment
• Risk assessment

Assessment of Behavior is Important
-just not in the way we used to think-

The Future of Behavior Assessments



Uncertainty vs. Risk

Some 
challenges 
present 
risk, others 
uncertainty.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://arkansasgopwing.blogspot.com/2016/05/government-spontaneously-dramatically.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Uncertainty Avoidance

We fail to think about:
How similar to the past 
is this current situation?

How do the two 
situations differ?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

http://flickr.com/photos/wheatfields/361560503
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Uncertainty Avoidance

Unpredictability
Lack of control

Mental Stress

Avoidance

Reliance 
on the 

Past



Changing the Narrative

Unpredictability
Lack of control

Mental Stress

Avoidance

Reliance on the Past

Dog behaves aggressively in 
playgroup

Stop running 
playgroups

Opportunity


